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Collecting with Passion — Fern-Fever in the Victorian Era

Collecting natural specimens involves collecting in a field of abundance. Specialization soon
becomes a necessity. One result of specialization was the passion many amateur collectors
felt for ferns during the Victorian era.

A variety of collections that had fern has the common nominator soon sprung up. Collecting
ferns became so popular during the turn of the 18-19" century that many put up
greenhouses solely to cultivate rare ferns. Plants were pressed; herbaria were put together
to an extent that led to a collecting mania that knew no boundaries. The mania soon got a
name: Pteridomani, ‘Fern Fever’.
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Samla med passion — Ormbunksmanin under den viktorianska tiden

Att samla pa naturalier innebér att samla pa ett stort falt. Specialisering ar nodvandigt. Ett
resultat av denna specialisering var den viktorianska erans férkarlek for ormbunkar. En
mangd samlingar med ormbunkar som huvudtema sag dagens ljus. Att samla pa ormbunkar
blev sa populart under sekelskiftet 1800-1900 att manga satte upp vaxthus i syfte att odla
fram séllsynta ormbunksarter. Vaxter pressades, herbarier sattes samman i en omfattning
som ledde till att denna samlarmani fatt ett namn: Pteridomani, ormbunksmani.



